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Am greatly concerned 
to hear that you, my 
EZ Friend, whom I always 
cock to be as hearty 
A for the Church, ag your; 
5 Character obliges you. 
ES * 2 
to be, ſhould be pre- 
Mild upon to countenance a Plot againſt 
her. A 2 ; B. I 
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tat ion. 

B. Why! What I pray was it hey ſaid of 
me ? Dia they whiſper that I had a Hand 
in Count Gyllemburg's Subſcription, or had at 

time inſinuated the King of Sweden was 


an Enterprizing Prince, 3 might be uſeful 


to free our Church from the anger of a 
Proteſtant King and a Proteſtant Succeſſion? 
A. No, no, you were not ſuſpected from 


that Quarter. This looks like an Evaſion of 
That Was really laid to your Charge. TO 


be plain with you, it was faid you were in 
with the Presbyteriant, and concurr'd with 
them to leſſen the Securities of the Church. 
3. And was that all? Now I know your 
Meaning; it was ſaid of me, I ſuppoſe, that 
F thought it might be right, if the Diſſenters 


were enabled mote effectually to uſe their Af- 
fection to the Government for its. Aſſiſtance 
and Support: Truly, Sir, this is an Opini- 
on | have no Reaſon to deny, or be aſhamed 


of; 
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of; and I wonder that you, or any of our 
Friends ſhould be concetned at it, eſpecially 
ſo warmly, as to call it a Plot againſt the 
Church. There ſhould, methinks, be a little 
Reaſon and Argument to ſhew it an ill In- 
tention to the Church, inſtead of loading 
it with Scandal, and only. calling it hard 
Names. VVV 

A. What is it not an ill Intention to the 
Church, to ſide with its Enemies! to ſtreng- 
then the Hands of Men that are ill affect ion- 
ed to our Biſhops, our Liturgy, and our 
Conſtitution; to give ſuch Men an Oppor- 
tunity of 2 their Diſafftetion 2 Does 
there want much farther Reaſon and Argn- 
ment in ſo plain a Caſe ? But if it is a Que- 
ſtion that muſt needs be debated, try your 
own Side, and ſhew by a little of that Rea» 
ſon and Argument you call for, why the 
Diſſenters ſhould deſerve any fuch Favour 
from us. P 


B. Soft and fair, good Sir; if you have 
Patience to make the Trial, I believe you 
will hardly find it ſo plain a Caſe as you 
imagine: And let me tell you one Thing by 
the bye, you ſeem to me to turn the Queſti- 
on topſy-turvy, and put the whole State of 
the Caſe juſt wrong; which, I take it, is not 
the plaineſt Way to a ſure Concluſion. 


A. Hoy ſo, I beſeech yon! 

B. Why you ask me for what Reaſon the 
Piſſenters deſerve any ſuch Favours from us? 
You ſhould, in my Opinion, firſt ſhew the 
Reaſon why they deſcrv'd to be laid under 
| ſuch Incapacities by us, that they now ſtand 
in need of Favour to be relieved from them? 

| R To 
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| 
| 
| 


(6) 
To be free with yon, till this Queſtion is 
well anſwered, your gs they de- 
ſerve ſuch. Favour, is, 
Time. | 


B. I dont rightly underſtand what you 
aim at by this Turn of the Caſe ; pray ex- 


plain your ſelf a little farther upon it. ; 
B. My Meaning 1s, if a Man ſhould Jay 


claim to the common Privileges of his Coun- 


try, and, when he is an Engliſhman, deſires 


to be treated as one; if you deny him ſuch 


Claim, ſhould there not be ſome Reaſon for 
the Refuſal ? And if there ſhould appear no 
ſufficient Reaſon ; is it any great Matter of 
Favour, that you allow him the Claim of 


his Birthright, and which he has in Common 


with all his Fellow Subje&s and Country- 


men? 


A. I own, this is true in General. But 
what is this to the preſent Caſe of the Pres- 
byterians? Are they not made incapable by 
Law ? And is it not a ſufficient Reaſon to 
deny them any Claim that is Illegal? | 

B. Yes, without Doubt it is ſo in Law ; 


but theſe are not the firſt Laws that have 


been thought to deſerve a Review; and 


then the Preamble and Reaſons of enacting 
may be reviewed, as well as what is enacted. 


The Preamble to the A& of Occaſional Con- 
formity (if I remember right) ſays, © Now 


cc for the better ſecuring the ſaid Church (of 
“ Exgland as by Law eſtabliſhd) and quiet- 
“ ing the Minds of her Majeſty's Proteſtant. 
“ Subjects Diſſenting from the Church of. 
« Ergland, and rendring them ſecure in the 
« Exerciſe of their Religious Worſhip, as al- 
* 


think, quite out of 


Houſe of Hanover. 


E 
eo tor the farther ſtrengthning the Proviſi- 
eon already made fer the Security of the 
« Succeſſion to the Crown in the Houſe of 
« Hanover; be it enacted &c. Now pray, 
Sir, do me the Favour to let me know, which 
of theſe Reaſons you would chuſe to inſiſt 


on, to ſhew why the Diſſenters ſhould have 


a legal Bar to what is otherwiſe their Right 


as Engliſhmen, and the common Privileges 


ot their Fellow Countrymen; or have you 
any private Reaſons to add to thoſe menti- 
oned in the Preamble of the Act? 25 
A: I think there is no need of private Rea- 
ſons. The Preamble has expreſs'd ſuch as 


are ſufficient; for the better ſecuring the 


Church, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the 

B. If you will keep to theſe, I hope we may 
eaſily come to the right underſtanding of the 
Matter. For if you can ſhew me it is a nga 
ceſſary Security to the Church and Govyern- 


ment as eſtabliſh'd in his Majeſty's Family, 


I ſhall agree with you, there was good 
Reaſon for making ſach a Law at firſt, and 
as good Reaſon 'to continue it now it 1s 
made. Bur really at the preſent, in my hum- 
ble Opinion, I ſhould take it to be a great- 
er Security and Preſervation both to Church 


and State, if the Diſſenters had a farther Ca- 


pacity of aſſiſting for the Support of both. 
Shall we examine this a little? 

A. If you pleaſe, Sir. 

B. Then pray, Sir, will you give me leave 


to ask you, whether the Diſſenters are not 


Perſons of unſuſpected Loyalty, very hearty 


and ſincere for the preſent Eftabliſhment of 


($) 
A. I muſt own, I have nothing now to ſay 
to the contrary, 1 5 5 
B. Tis kind to allow what none of - their 
Enemies can deny: but is that all that can 
be faid for them?: Ea 6 
A. Why I ſay nothing againſt them as to 
Wh „ 
B. But, good Sir, is it ſuſſicient in this 
Argument, that nothing ſhould be ſaid a- 


gainſt them? Their Affection to the preſent” 


_ Eſtabliſhment is ſo conſpicuous, that I ſhould 
think the Friends to it are obliged in Grati- 


tude and good Conſcience to ſay ſomething 


for them, as well as nothing againft them. 
4A. What! Would you have us of the 
Church trumpet their Praiſe, only for doing 
their Duty ? It had been well, if they had 
always done . | 

B. I am ſomewhat ſurprized at this way 
of arguing. I perceive what you hint at. 
But tho' ſome of our Brethren think fit to 
bait them annually in Remembrance of For- 
ty Eight; muſt not one of us have Senſe e- 
nough to know, that none of the Diſſenters 
under Seventy Years of Age were born at 
that Time? And why pray muſt not our 
Church ſpeak to the Praiſe of any that de- 
ſerve it2 Do Juſtice and Gratitude misbe- 
come us ? It ſhould be, I think, a Canon of 


our Church, becauſe it is a Part of the Can- 


on of Scripture, © The Son ſhall- not bear 
e the Iniquity of the Father, neither fhall the 
« Father bear the Iniquity of the Son, the 
* Rightcouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall be up- 
ce on him, and the Wickedneſs of the Wicked 
et ſhall be upon Him. "Do 


(9) 


4. Be that as it will, I do not think it be- 


| comes us to be their Adyocates. 


B. Why not I pray? when tis only to 


| } commend them for thoſe Things. wherein we 


agree with them, and wherein they are ſer- 
7 viceable to us, and our own Intereſts. And 


L our Juſtice and Honour to them in this Point, 
may induce them to hear our Reaſons in o- 
ther Matters, wherein they differ from us, 


with better Temper and more good Like- 


3 ing. But what muſt they think of us, 


if we refuſe them a Character that is notori- 
dus to the whole Nation for above theſe 


thirty Years laſt paſt ? What one Perſon of 


their whole Body has appeared in a Defign a- 
gainſt the Government, or fallen in with any 
* Meaſures to diſtreſs King Milliam, or defeat 
the Settlement of King George, or has not 


4 heartily concurr'd in all Things for their Ser- 
vice, as far as they were able? This is a 
Thing that ſpeaks it ſelf, and will be ſpoken 
whether we do it or not. And I cannot fee 
any Good we are like to do the Church, the 


Kingdom, or our ſelves, by a Silence that 


would infinuate a Willingneſs to deny it if 


we could. | 


be a Service to our ſelves. I muſt pro 
my Sight is not clear enough to diſcern that; 
and till I can, I ſhall not be able to ſee 
how we are concerned in their Loyalty at 
all, be it never ſo conſpicuogs, to uſe your one 
3 Expreſſion VVT ; 


A. You ſeem to intimate that this might 
els, 


B. Indeed I did intimate ſo, and am not 


N without Hopes to make you clearly diſcern 
it; as I think I do My ſelf. You can dif- 


Cern, 
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(610) | 
cern, I preſume, that the Preſervation of the 
preſent Proteſtant Settlement is ſerviceable 
to our ſelves, and our own Intereſts : for 1 
know, you cannot think it would be more 
for our Service, to have a Popiſh Head of 
our Church; and to be ſecured from the 
Presbyterians, by the good Policy and good 
Intentions of the Papiſts and Jeſuits to us. 
A. Yes, Sir, I can diſcern ſo far very well; 
but muſt yet own to you, I do not perceive 1 
how the Diſſenters are ſo mighty Uſeful to % 
our ſelves for all that; their Numbers are too 
inconſiderable to be of any great Weight 
one Way or another; hardly ſo much as 
ſeems to deſerve ſuch a coſtly Acknowledge- 
ment of Obligation to them, as this would 
amount to. 5 = 
B. Let their Number be what it will, 
Small or Great, tis our Intereſt to make Uſe | 
of every Friend. Any Acceſſion of Strength 1 
for the Security of what our All depends up- 
on, is not to be deſpiſed. Nor ſhould we + 
grudge ſuch an Acknowledgment of Obli- 
gation, as upon the whole of the Matter is t 
to render their Service more uſeful to us. 
But after all, I imagine we miſcalculate, 
when we. reckon their Number of ſo little 
Weight. It is as true in Politicks as in Me- 
chanicks, when Things are near an Equili- 
brium, a little Weight turns the Scale. And 
J am ſure, as inconſiderable as we may judge Þ} 
the Number of the Diſſenters, they have | 
actually in more Inſtances than one, turned 
the Scale on our ſide. 5 | 
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A. You ſpeak with great Aſſurance on this 
Point. You imagine, you ſay, I miſcalcu- 
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"£173 
late; pray do me the Favour to let me know 
Show you make your own Calculation, that 
may ſee whether it is more exact than 
mine. l 
Z. That I will. And I think I go upon 
very plain and ſure Grounds. I have been 
informed that the Number of Diſſenters up- 
on the Poll for Members of Parliament for 
this City, has more than once amounted to 
at leaſt ſixteen Hundred: And what a Bal- 
Jance this is in an Election, every Citizen 
knows. But for Argument fake, I will ſup- 
poſe them no more than are ſufficient : to 
turn the Scale between the contending Par- 
ties In the laſt Poll, which Was about Six 
Thouſand, when the Majority was greater 
than uſual, near Six Hundred; yet no Man 
can doubt there was full that Number of 
Diſſenters. In ſome former Elections the 
Numbers on each ſide have been much near- 
er; leſs than a Hundred would have often 
Laſt the Scale of this great City. And cer- 
tainly there was never ſo ſmall a Number 
of Diflenters Votes, as that comes to. It 
is eaſy to apply the ſame Calculation to the 
ſeveral Wards of the City, and the Magi- 
ſtrates elected there: And to the ſeveral 
Counties and Corporations ; more eſpecial! 
Juch of them as are near the City. In theſe. 
the Majority has been ſo very ſmall in many 
Inſtances ; that count the Difſenters almoſt 
How you will, if you allow them to be any 
t all, they muſt amount at leaft to the Sum 
df the Difference. What think you of this 
Calculation at leaſt, if you ſhould doubt of 
he other? Is it not modeſt enough in Con- 


Kience ? B 2 A. Truly 


— 22 


* . 
1 
. 
: 
1 
77 
191 
44 * 
„ 
. 
[ 4 , 
1 
13 $4 
| * 
| : 
\ o 
T5 
14 
Iz 
j 1 
. 1 
| | 
0 
4+} 
'F 
1 
j "I 
| f 
" 
: 
T 
[1 
' 


44 
187 
1 
ry 
00 
Wt 

Ii 


G 3 
— — 1 
2 2 
Gay. — 
=> 
d— Ya ae 


B. Then II proceed. 7 


ws ae TW 9 | 


A. Procced to what ? | 4 
B. To ſhew farther, that we muſt add 
yet greater Numbers to the Diſſenters, in 
this View of their Uſeſulneſs to us; and e- 1 


ven many of our own Communion. 


4 How fo, 1 pray ? 


B. Why, it is not the Diſſenters alone, 


whatever their Number may be, that are to 
be confidered in this Caſe, but alſo the In- 


© tereſt they make for us too. Men of any | 
| Conſideration for Wealth, Trade, and a 


good Character among their Neighbours, 


will ever haye ſome Influence on others. 


And upon this Foot I am well perſwaded 
ſome of our own Church are kept firm * 
to us and the Government by the Diflen- } 
A. I can hardly think we are beholden to 
the Presbyterians, for the Steadineſs or Ser- 
vice of many among our ſelves. 4 

B. I muſt beg leave to differ from you in 


that Opinion. Wealth will always draw an 


Intereſt to it: and Trade has an extenſive : 


Influence. The ſeveral Branches depend ſo 
much one on 7 that the greater and 
r 


more general Traders will ever have an In- 
fluence on them that are employ d under 
them in our Manufactures, and the leſſer 
Branches of Trade. When Men maintain 
Themſelves and their Families, by Employ: - 
ments under any Perſons, they are apt to 
have ſome Regard to them out of Polic)- 
But more eſpecially, if the honeſt ans _- 1 

| | Vear 7 


. 


Dealing they meet with from them that em- 
ploy them, ſhall ſtrengthen their other Obli- 


gations with Eſteem and Reſpect. This. is a 
' viſible Caſe in and about this City; and in 
- moſt of our Towns and Corporations conſi- 
derable for Trade and Buſineſs; in: which 


the Diſſenters have many Opportunities to 


ſtrengthen our Intereſt with the leſſer. Tra- 


ders, even of our own Communion. - 

A. Muſt we then think ſo ill of Perſons in 
our own. Communion, or ſo meanly of our 
own Intereſt with them, that they are-not to 
be kept firm in Affection and Service to the 
preſent Government without the Foreign Aid 
of the Presbyterians d ä 


B. I could heartily wiſh, it were needleſs 


to have any Aſſiſtance at all: That their own 
Affection and our Intereſt with them were 


ſufficient to ſecure their Friendfhip to the pre- 


ſent Government. But really, Sir, by all 
the Obſervation I can make of the preſent 


Circumſtances of the Nation, every helping 


Hand is not more than neceflary. You know 
the preſent Infatuation, what Arts are uſed, 
and what Hands concur to ſpread it, eſpe- 
cially. among People of the lower Rank. 
And ſhall we ſuppoſe it for our Honour, 
that all our own Intereſt is employ'd with 
the People of our Communion to keep them 
firm in Affection and Service to the preſent 
Government? | 3 
A. No indeed, I do not go ſo far, as to 
ſuppoſe that neither. . 5 
B. I know you cannot; we our ſelves are 
too unhappily divided; one Part of our own 
Intereſt is uſed to hinder, inſtead of promot- 


ing 
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ing the good Endeavours of another, to ſet- 
tle. our People in Affection to the Govern- 


ment; and with what Succeſs, let Experience 


ſay for me. Now in good Earneſt, Sir, what 
can juſtify us, either in Prudence or common 
Senſe, to deprive our ſelves of Aſſiſtance in 
a Cafe that fo nearly concerns us ; on what 
at the beſt is a doubtful, but I think indeed 
a falfe Suppoſition, of the ſure Affections of 


our own People, or on an unreaſonable. 


n 858 of being beholden to Prestyteri- 
6 2 25 | 

A. Still methinks, all this does not come 
up fully to our Point. May not the Presbyte- 
7:ans go on to uſe that Intereſt they have, 
whatever it is, for themſelves as well as for 


us? For they, I take it, are concern'd in the 


Prefervation of the Government, as well as 
we. The preſent Acts do not deprive them 
of it, nor us of that Aſſiſtance from them. 
Why muſt they be let into Magiſtracies and 
Places of Truſt, which you know is the In- 
tention of repealing the Acts againſt them? 
What ſhall we get by that: 

B. I did expect to hear ſome ſuch Obje- 
ction as this. May we not, you ſay, have 
that Aſſiſtance from them which I have ſhewn 
is ſo uſeful to us, tho the Acts againſt them 


remain unrepeal'd? I am content, that we 


may not too much involve the Queſtion, to 
ſuppoſe that we may; and farther too, if 
you pleaſe, that the Continuance of thoſe 


Acts will not in the leaſt ſour their Tem- 


pers, or make them aiiy thing leſs active 
than they have hitherto been for the Go- 


vernment, as tis a common Concern ; Tho 


Kis, 


* 


( 15 ) 


this, you muſt allow, is ſuppoſing a good 
deal in their Favour, as well as in ours. Yet 
with Submiſſion, Sir, this is much leſs than 
my Argument means : as I think it follows 
farther from it, Thar the very Intention of 
repealing the Acts againſt them, is a very 
uſeful Deſign for our Service. = 
A. Pray will you ſhew me this farther 
_ Conſequence, which I do not yet perceive. 
B. I hope however, you will perceive it; 
for if their Aſſiſtance be uſeful and neceſſary 
to us, every Degree of it is ſo in Proporti- 
on; and it cannot be uſeful to leſſen it, 
which the Continuance of theſe Acts muſt 
do: On the contrary, it muſt be uſeful to 
ſtrengthen it, which Ithink the Repeal of them 
vVvould do. Beſides, I take it, the Continuance of 
theſe Acts does much more leflen both their 
Intereſt and ours, than barely by preventing 
that Help they might afford us in Magiſtracy. 
And ſo, on the other Side, the Repeal of 
them would be a greater Addition of Inte- 
| reſt to us, than what the Influence of their 
Magiſtracy alone would bring with it; tho 
even that it ſelf in our preſent Caſe, is too 
conſiderable to be rejeted. h | 
A. Theſe are farther Conſequences indeed, 
if they could be clearly made out. | 
B. That I think is pretty eaſy to be done. 
As theſe Laws ſtand unrepealed, the Diſſen- 
ters are branded with a Mark of publick In- 
famy, and in the Senſe of the Law are 
| Judged Perſons unfit for a publick Truſt, as 
ſuppoſed dangerous to the Security of the 
Church. : Do not our Enemies know how to 
improve this, to leſſen their. Credit and In- 
e tereſt, 
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tereſt, and thereby expoſe any Perſon or Cauſe 


which they appear for to popular Suſpicion 


and Odinm? Have we never ſeen ſome of 


our own Friends, tho moſt ſincere and hear- 


ty Churchmen, yet blaſted in their Reputati- F 


on, and cramp'd in their Intereſts, as Presby- 


terians themſelves? And all this for no other 


Reaſon, but becauſe the - Presbyterians have 


appeared for them, as known Friends to their 


ing and Country. The placing of this 
Infamy on a Body of Men firm to the Go- 
vernment, has I fear loſt us much more a. 
mopg the common People, led by the artful 
Suggeſtions of Danger to the Church from 
them, than we ever gain'd by the Bargain 


from the Acceſſion of great Men or their 
Intereſts to us. And I cannot help thinking 


often, what wonderful Politicians we are, 


that when we own the Aſſiſtance of the Di- 
ſenters is of neceflary Service to the preſent. 


Government, we take care however to ſet a 
Mark upon them, that they may be capable 
of yielding it as little Service as poſſible. 


A. Is this, Sir, all you have to fay for it? 


B. No, Sir, not by a great deal; for I ap- 


2 as they are neceſſary to aſſiſt us in 


lections, and the Choice of ſuch Magiſtrates 
as will faithfully ſerve the Government; ſo 
they are neceſſary to aſſiſt us in ſerving thoſe 


NMagiſtracies themſelves, and that upon more 


Accounts than one. 


A. Sure 1 fhould- think Perſons of our own 


Communion are ſufficiently capable of diſ- 


charging the Offices of Magiſtracy - without 


their Help. You would not intend, I hope, 


that 4 Churchman is not as fib to be 2 Ma- 


giſtrate as a Presbyterian? a 
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B. Pray, Sir, do not miſtake me; I mean 
no ſuch Matter. On the contrary; ſuppoſiiig 
two Men of equal Heheſty and Skill to diſ- 
charge the Office of a NR ; I Sud 
£ Purpoſe juſt e- 
2X qually capable, whether they were Chlitch- 
men or Presbyttriahs, and [o far J img ine 
eu will allow efefi a Presbytetian may be 
capable; but in Tfuth, it is quite ahother 
1 thing that ] intèndè d. | 
A. Pray what may that Be? 5 
3. I doubt not but we have many Chufch- 
men of ſufficient Capacity arid Faithfulneg 


| Fes diſcharge any Office the Serviés bf the 


Government requifes. Where theſe are, 14 
gree we don't Want the Aſſiſtanèe of Presby- 
X terianus: Yet 1 déubt at the faitte Timé very 


| Ytnacly whether we have full enengh of theſe 


Churchmen to ſerve the Government in Hl 


Parts of the Kingdem, and in evefy Office, 


in which it is yet greatly fot ouf Service, 


that Men of Skill and Fidelity t6 the Ge- 


Frercyment ſhould be employ d. Nay, I think 
we have found on the conttary in Expetierice, 
and te gut Coſt, that in ſbme Places we have 
not. I am ſufe many of out own Friends 
no in Magiſtracy complain, that they Are 
forced to be coupled with Petſohs that throw 
Fa good deal of Difficulty in their Way, and 
watch every Opportunity to obſtrukt the 
geod Effect of their own Zeal and Affection 
for the Government: And that as the Caſe 
now ſtands, they fee not how it can be remedi- 


ed; for when they look for them, they can- 


Foot find a ſufficievr, much leſs a ſupethurne- 
taty Supply ef Churchmen; that have both 
- Ws 1 Affection 
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Affection and Capacity to concur with and 


aſſiſt them. 


A. If the Caſe be really ite. f 


knowledge there is ſomething in it. 


B. As this Caſe is a Queſtion of Fact, it is 
only to be determin d by a fair Obſervation 
of the Fact it ſelf; and I am willing to put 

ir to that Iſſue, and leave it to your o | 
Judgment upon it. Now will you give me 


. e 2 


Leave to ask you a few Queſtions ; Have; 


you any Obje&ion to Presbyterian Money ? 4 


Do you think it as good Silver, as well a. 


coined, and that it will go as far as any o- 
ther Money inthe Nation? Should you make 
any Scruple to receive ſome of it, if offered 
you for ſome good and pious Work? Or re- 
fuſe to employ it in any uſe for the Defence 
of the Church or State, becauſe it came out 


of a Presbyterian Bag ? | 


A. I am glad to ſee you chearful, Sir; 3 
byt what do you intend by theſe merry 


acſtions ! 


B. 1 would let you ſee, Sir, our Friends 
have been wonderfully miſtaken in me, that 
I am ſo far from being in a Plot againſt the 
Church, that in good Earneſt I have a Deſign ® 


upon the Presbyterians. | 


A That is ſomewhat ſtrange ! if ſuch an [ 
Advocate as you ſeem to be for them, ſhould * 


after all intend to hurt them. 


2 B. To ſpeak the Truth, that I do une nei | 
ther. 1 hope the Principles of Chriſtian 


s . as e [ ws ms QDs 


Charity will always keep me from deſigning I 


Miſchief to any Man; but I wiſh-ſo well to 


the Church, that I ſhould think it mighty right, 4 


that the whole Burden and Charge of ſerving 
ow LW ” the 


(19) 
ad L the Government ſhould not lie on Churchmen | 
only. You will allow me, I. ſuppoſe, we 
C- Þ have ſome Magiſtracies that require a pretty 
deal of Trouble and Expence to diſcharge 
them. 
4. Yes, you may ſuppoſe ſo much for me 
if you pleaſe. 
B. And may I not farther ſuppoſe for you, 
© that Presbyterian Money would ſpend as well 
in them, as the Money of the beſt Church- 
men? 
3 2. Give me Leave, Sir, to interrupt you 
' Fhere ; 1 cannot help ſaying this is in my 
Opinion a mean Conſideration. I hope the 
ed Church will never want Men of Wealth and 
7 Leiſure, with a generous Temper, not to 
grudge a little Trouble and Expence for the 
Service of their Church and Country. 
B. I do as heartily wiſh it as you can do; 
Ir; yet really till there ſhall be more ſuch Perſons 
ty among us, they whom we have at preſent lie 
Funder a very unequal Barden; they begin to 
ds be tired with it already, and we cannot ex- 
hat pect, according to all our preſent Proſpects, 
the but they muſt be more ſenſible of it every 
ign Day chan over. Sure we owe theſe of our 
Church ſo much Friendſhip and Gratitude, as 


to wiſh them leſs Trouble and Expence for 
uld Four Sakes. And it cannot, I think, be any 
RP. great Danger to the Church, if ozly ſome Part 


Jof this Burden was laid upon the Shoulders 

of the Presbyterians. 

A. I ſhould nor differ Gom you, if that 

eon) was the Caſe, But we are got off, I 

1 rhink⸗ very wide from the Principal and 
Trurning Point of the * The m—_— 
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of theſe Acts might poſſibly give fome addi- 
tional ſtrength to the Government, but would * 
far more endanger the Church; and that is 
the Concern we ſhould have neareſt our ; | 

B. You muſt excuſe me, that I cannot think 


with you, we have wandered from the Prin- 


cipal and Turning Point of the Queſtion. Is 
not the Security of the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
in the Houſe of Hover, one of the Reaſons - 
in the Preamble of the Bill? Is it not allow- ? 
ed our Church is greatly concerned in it? 
And if it cannot be deny'd, that tne Repeal Þ 
of the Acts would now give an Additional 


Strength to it; whatever the Enacting them 


formerly did; I muſt take the Liberty to ſay, 


this is the Turning Point of the Queſtion; © 


eſpecially when the very Being of our Church, 


as by Law Eſtabliſhed, depends upon the 


Security of this Government: for whenever 
that fails, the leaſt we can expect is Dr. 
Hicks's Church; which mult be raiſed on the 
Ruin of ours. And it has been ſo kind to 
acquaint us fairly befare-hand, what Treat- 


ment we muſt expect from it. “ That our 


«© Biſhops ſhalt be. deemed Deteſtable Uſur- 
© pers; and all of us, who have joyn'd with 
* them, or adhered to them, ſuch as can per- 
* form no valid Acts of Prieſthood ; that 


© our Prayers are Sin; our Sacraments no 


c Sacraments ; nay if we could dye Martyrs ? 
« mere than Once in the Schiſm, we could 
< not make amends for our Sin with: our 
Blood.“ When this is our Caſe, Sir, as 2 


* 


4 — 


* Hicks's Papers. Dean Kenner's 3d. Letter, p. 8. 
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Concern for our. Church ſhould be neareſt 
our. Heart, we muſt include in it a Concern 
for the Proteſtant Sueceſſion, without which 
all our Concern for. the Church, (unleſs we 
mean Dr. Hicks's)will be fruitleſs and ineffecual. 
- 4. lam as much . theſe new Fana- 
ticks of Dr. Hicks's Church, as you er any 
Man can be; but why muſt we apprehend 
fuch great Danger from it? Let me uſe ſo me 
of the Words of the worthy Dean, to whom 
you referr'd juſt now. ©* Can apy People of 
« Congience in their Senſes ever be delu- 
« ded into the Circle of ſuch a Church, as 
ce the Scriptures know nothing of, as the 
4 Primitive Ages were Strangers to, as gur 
< own Conſtitutien does not bear, and Po- 
ce pery when here Reigning could nos ob- 
* tain? f Don't let us frighten, ou ſeũves 
with Bugbears. The Choch, I waſh, is a- 
ble to Secure it (elf from Fanaticks of all 
Sorts. | „5 - . 
. B. I hope ſo too. I on the Danger. zem 
Dr. . Hicks's, Fanaticks is not from any: Thing 
they have to recommend their Principles, hy; 
but from the Madneſs and Infatuatien of 
the People. You Remember, I doubt not, the 
worthy Dean you mentioned ſpeaks: thoſe 
Words upon a Suppoſition. If the Heart 
* of. Rebellion, and the Spirit of Infatua- 
tion be now over. And L appeal to your 
ſelf whether the Swedi/b, Letters prove it te 
be ſo or not. As I wauld, guard againit un- 
| reaſonable Fears, I would: alſo be prepared 
againſt real Dangers; and I am {ure a real 
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Danger from theſe new Fanaticks is involv'd 
in every Danger, to which our preſent Go 


vernment is expoſed. And don't let us flatter 


our ſelves too far. The Nonjurors, who point 
blank damn our Communion, and ſeparate 


from us in the moſt ſpiteful Manner, toge- 
ther with the Foreſwearers, who damn - them - 


ſelues, to remain in our Communion, are 


ſach- Inveterate and Numerous Enemies; that 


we / may well fear their over-running us. 
Th eſe are the Men that put us in greater Dan- 
ger; than waa Proteſtant Dine N 
cam 
El. They are both our Enemies: ;- and 
what Ggnifes it, which are the Worſe of 
the Two, in Compariſon with. each O- 
ther: Fd. 

B. Truly, Sir, I ſhould think i it of great 
Significancy. Hic@s Nonjuring Church, with 
their Adherents, are Perſons from whom we 


can expect no Quarter. It is one of their 


many Popiſh -Principles, not to ſpare any, 


whom they cannot reduce to their Obedi- 


ence. And if ever we are ſo Miſerable, as 
to be reduced to their Obedience, they are 
ſure to carry us to Popery at laſt, whither 
they are going apace themſelves. Whereas 
the Diſſenters, with all their Miſtakes, are 
good Proteſtants; and differ from our Pro- 
teſt ant Church only in ſome Modes of Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline : and with all' their Dif- 


ferences with us, profeſs themſelves for an 


Abſolute Toleration; they allow a Liberty 
of Judgment as freely as they ask it of us for 


themſelves. They are moſt of them for Ca, 


tholick Communion ; and ſo far from de- 
. claring 
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claring out Adminiſtrations null, that they 
frequently joyn in our Communion, and 


would do ſo more frequently, I believe, if 


we did not our ſelves put ſome unkind Bars 


in their Way. And upon the whole of the 
Matter, they are in all their Principles avow- 
edly our Friends againſt our greateſt Ene- 
mies, the Papiſts, and Nonjuring Fana- 
o 1 5 Fr | 
A. Spare me, I beſeech you, Sir; I did not 
expect to hear from you a Panegyrick on the 
Presbyterians. by : 

B. Permit me, Sir, to be juſt to every one. 
I cannot” forget how heartily they concurred 
for the Preſervation of our Church in our 
Time of Danger at the Revolution. They 
as certainly prefer us now to Hicks's Jacobite 
Church, and would as zealouſly ſtand by us 
againſt them, as ever they did againſt the 
Papiſts. And I cannot think otherwiſe, but 
that the Presbyterians may be uſed as a pro- 
per Balance againſt them in all their pernici- 
ous Deſigns for the Ruin of Church and 


State. If this be the Truth of the Caſe, 4s I 


am verily perſuaded it is, let us not be: a- 
ſhamed to call Things by their right Nam ies. 
Let us not judge a Repeal of theſe Acts a 
Favour. only to the Diſſenters, or a weak en- 
ing to the Securities of the Church; but leit us 
call it as it is, an Additional Strength to the 
Government, and a farther Security to our 
happy Eſtabliſhment in Church and State. 
A. But ſhall we forget, how. many it n1ay 
diſoblige, how many of our Qrder wilt be 
diſpleas'd at it! who may make ſuch uſe off it 
to increaſe the preſent Diſſatisfaction; that we 
x) may: 


f | (4 Fo 
may ud in FR Event we loke © much note 
than we gain' by ſuch dangerous Experi- 
 meEnAes. © +46 | 
B. I beſeech you, FI for the Honour of 
dur Church, let this Objection be buried in 
Silence; ſhall it ever be ſaid of us that òur 
a Principles of Obedience are come to this; 
That the Government muſt not be ſtrength- 
ned, leſt we be diſpleas d? Nay, that our 
own Church muſt not be ſecured againſt our 
worſt Enemies, if ſome among us do net ap- 
ove the Hands that aſſiſt us ? If theſe Pet- 
ate true Friends to the Church, they 
tines no Reaſon to be diſpleaſed : If they are 
met, they never will be pleas d, till they in- 
teduce among us a new Church and a new 


Ei ug; with neither of which we ſhall have 
Re: aſon to be pleas d. And which of the Two 

_ we are moſt concern'd to —_ 1 ſhall leave 
to! yout Jadgment. 
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